The Watermelon Cargo

a chamber opera for four singers, small SATE chorus, flute,
oboe/English horn, vibraphone, marimba, druwm set, string
gquartet (or strings), and electric bass

Libretto bweffreg Stehel

by Kyle qann
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The Watermelon Cargo (2003/2018)

The Watermelon Cargo began as a chamber opera in just intonation, and as such,
was never performed. In 2018 [ rewrote it for conventional instruments, without
the extended tuning. It is intended as a companion piece for a similar opera,
Cinderella’s Bad Magic, also rewritten in conventional tuning. The libretto by my
colleague Jeffrey Sichel listed four characters, but did not assign lines of text to
specific characters, which left me free to decide who sings what, and to add a small
chorus (twelve singers). The main characters are:

Rip Van Winkle - soprano
The Photographer - tenor
Woman - alto

Man - bass

There are four acts:

[. The Awakening of Rip Van Winkle
[I. Dreaming of the Iroquois Nation
[II. The Guy with the Camera

[V. In the Watermelon Cargo

There are some quarter-tones (on F, A, and C) notated in the flute’s upper register. If
preferred, the quarter-tone sharps can be played as regular sharps.

The observant may notice some redundancy in the notation of drums and cymbals
at the stage of the score. This was because I needed the score to both generate parts
and to play the MID], and Sibelius 8 will no longer play the drums and cymbals on
the same staff. In the event of an imminent performance, this will be quickly
remedied.

Duration: 45 minutes
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Act III: The Guy with the Camera
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