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The Pensive Morning 
for computerized piano (Disklavier) 
and live pianist 
 
 
The live pianist part and Disklavier parts are separate, and not synchronized. 
 
The live piano part is rather slow (q= ca. 80-85 in general) but rhythmically very free. 
 
The pianist begins 15 to 25 seconds after the Disklavier begins (before its 
treble notes start, at 32 seconds). 
 
Play the phrases between double bars in any order, repeating ad libitum but rarely the 
same one twice in a row. Not all phrases must be played. 
 
The idea was that soon after 10:15 – when the bass line begins to rise repeatedly – the 
pianist limits themselves to only the last five phrases, U, V, W, X, and Y; this is not 
mandatory. The Disklavier will end at 11:46 (a treble melody repeated twice is the 
Disklavier cue); stop before it or go past it as you prefer, but keep the pedal down at the 
end. 
 
 
 
Improvised Version: 
 
The piece can also be played by a freely improvising pianist; the Disklavier plays only the top 
two and bottom two-and-a-half octaves, so the pianist can play from E below middle C to B-flat 
above the treble clef.  

 
 
The drone notes in the bass are Bb, C, Eb, F, and Ab, so the pianist should hover around the 
scales of B-flat natural minor, Dorian, or Mixolydian. Between 8:40 and 9:06 the Disklavier 
treble drops out, and the pianist may take this opportunity to move into a high register. 
 
Kyle Gann 
2024 
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Pedal freely

& bbb

Rather slow (q = ca. 80-85 in general) but rhythmically very free.
Start 15 to 25 seconds after the Disklavier begins (before its
treble notes start, at 32 seconds).
Play the phrases between double bars in any order, repeating
ad libitum but rarely the same one twice in a row. Not all 
phrases must be played. Partial phrases may be played,
especially upon repetition. 
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The Pensive Morning
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It is suggested that around 10:30 (the bass line starts repeatedly 
rising at 10:15), the pianist switches to only the following phrases. 
The Disklavier will end at 11:46 (take the last two repeated melodies
as a cue); stop before it or go past it as you prefer, but keep the pedal 
down at the end and die away for several seconds.
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